


A Note from Pastor CarolineA Note from Pastor Caroline
Dear First Pres Family,

May marks two years since we began our pastoral transition. Sometimes I can’t believe it’s been that long 
that we’ve been in this in-between time, and at other points I struggle to remember what life was like “before.” 
At some hidden moment, the rhythms of the wilderness became the cadence of our lives together. Two 
years ago I was reluctant convert to the concept of an interim season; certainly there were people wiser 
and more experienced than I who sung its praises, but as my husband can attest, patience is definitely not 
my virtue. I understood its value intellectually, but hadn’t yet experienced its transformative power. 

So now, three Easters and two Christmases later, I’m just as surprised as anyone at how deeply meaningful, 
even essential, these years have been for our church. Through watching our congregation’s growth and 
development during this time, I’ve become a whole-hearted convert to the gift of an interim season.  

For example, the depth and breadth of leadership in this congregation is astounding. We’ve all heard the 
tired adage that in most organizations 20% of the people do 80% of the work, and for most of my time at 
First Pres that’s seemed to be the case. However, from 2020 through today, the number of wise and energetic 
leaders stepping forward has exploded. There are plenty of people newly active today whom I could not 
imagine this church functioning without. These are folks of all ages, with a variety of talents from carpentry 
and strategic planning to serving on ministry teams and acting in the children’s musical. The transition time 
revealed capacities for leadership that may have not come to light otherwise, and dozens of hands and 
heads have been engaged in serving, caring, governing, and teaching.  
 
I’ve also observed a new willingness to step into the unknown. Four years ago, we thought that converting 
the apartments next door to a housing ministry would be impossible. It was a laudable goal, perhaps 
something a future generation would take on, but the barriers seemed too high. But today we have families 
ready to move into those apartments. This shift was made possible not only because a group of people 
worked tirelessly to put this program together, but also because the congregation’s vision had shifted. 
Our goals were now calibrated not by risk but by possibility and hope. The call of the gospel pulled more 
strongly than the grip of the past. That is astounding – a shift few pastors have the joy of witnessing in our 
entire careers. And yet it happened here, a whisper of resurrection on Miner Street that could change the 
lives of our neighbors, and the life of this congregation, for generations to come. 

I’ve also witnessed how our definitions of connection have changed. For a long time, this congregation’s 
sense of self-worth lived and died by our membership numbers. And then the pandemic hit, and our staff 
team was in flux, and something about the unfamiliar territory (and the Holy Spirit?) gave us space to 
embrace who we are. We got a new swagger. We’re a vibrant, welcoming, and loving church. The things I 
hear from the folks who have found us is how authentically kind the congregation is, how incredibly open 
and welcoming. It’s made them want to be part of this place. As one gentleman said after I explained, at 
his request, the difference between Baptists, Episcopalians, and Presbyterians: “I really don’t care so much 
about all that, all I know is that the members here are the nicest people I’ve met. So I’d like to stay here.” We



also know that there are plenty of people who are part of our lives here who will probably never officially 
join a church, but who make their home here Sunday after Sunday, and those who worship with us online 
from a block or an ocean away. And so while our membership numbers don’t change dramatically month 
to month, we can look at our community and say, “Yes, this is a season, a place, of growth.”   

When renowned preacher Dr. Tom Long visited First Pres recently, he remarked, “I hope you realize what you 
have here – this is a church that’s vital and full of life” (he also asked if Miner Street Brass would be willing 
to travel as his back-up band – we’ll see about that one!). Tom’s remarks confirmed what many of us have 
felt for quite some time: this is a place that’s full to the brim with life and hope. And some really great music. 
While a church should measure success in faithfulness rather than numbers, I admit it’s deeply heartening 
to see how full the sanctuary is on Sundays, as well as the piles of kids participating in children’s choir and 
women’s Bible studies, men’s ministries, Young Justice Builders, and First Crew work teams blooming all over 
the place. On any given day one might hear a WCU Gospel choir practicing; the squeak of sneakers as 
dozens of teens learn how to fence; a crowd of people singing “happy birthday” to one of our unhoused 
neighbors; Bucket School students playing in the yard; a group of people in recovery participating in a 
drum circle; and teams of church members tidying closets, brewing coffee, or gathering for a PW meeting. 
While there will always be places we struggle and areas to tend to, this church is so full of life it’s bursting at 
the seams: the branches keep growing, ever-more laden with the fruits of whatever wondrous things God 
is doing here. 

Last year we spoke about churches that row versus churches that sail. Rowing churches are led by human 
effort and sailing churches by the Holy Spirit. And while no small amount of human effort has gone into 
the ministries that are growing at First Pres, I feel the rush of wind at our backs us as God sets our course 
forward. The person God is preparing for the role of our next pastor will soon learn how fortunate they are 
to be called to this amazing congregation.  I can’t wait to see what the future has in store for us. 

 In Christ,  

Pastor Caroline Cupp

“I hope you realize what 
you have here – this is a 
church that’s vital and full 
of life.” 
  – Rev. Dr. Tom Long



Youth Group
The Youth Group has been busy with service projects, events, Bible study, Confirmation and more. We 
helped Church Street Towers with some gardening, donated over 800 lbs of food to the West Chester 
Food Cupboard, and are putting together snack bags for the guests of our Wednesday Lunch Ministry. 
Our largest event this year was a TikTok Challenge Olympics where we competed against one another 
in challenges we found on the social media platform. By the time this newsletter has come out, we’ll have 
welcomed twelve Confirmands as new members here at First Pres. In addition to all of that, we hosted a 
suicide prevention training with QPR that was for our students and open to the entire congregation. This 
summer we are turning our attention to Fun in the Son, a week-long conference in Hilton Head, SC, and our 
Middle School Week where we take several day trips with our middle schoolers. 

Adult Baptisms

Albert moved to the West Chester area from 
Philadelphia a decade ago and became 
connected to First Pres through the Wednesday 
lunch fellowship. His good humor and generous 
spirit set the tone for that new ministry. Michael 
is a familiar face, and even more familiar voice, 
to many who attend the 9am service. His musical 
gifts are a profound blessing to the worship life 
of this congregation. Michael and Albert each 
received study Bibles and were sponsored by 
Stu Levy and Sandor Kádár, respectively. We 
are grateful for the call that God has made 
upon their lives, and for the ways that their 
presence blesses our congregation.  

On Wednesday, May 11 we had the pleasure of celebrating the baptisms of Albert Feldstein and Michael 
Spaziani. The congregation was represented by members of our men’s ministries, Session, and neighbors of 
the church. It was a joyful occasion and the first time the chapel has been used for worship since the start 
of the pandemic. 



Many of you saw this year’s children’s musical It’s Cool in the Furnace which was performed on April 24. This 
successful production was made possible by the teamwork of about seventy individuals including twenty-
one children, their parents and grandparents, technical support team (Nolan and Eric), musicians (Brian and 
Sandor), and the church staff (Marci and Sara). 

The team rehearsed for twelve weeks, including a three-hour long dress rehearsal.  During that final 
rehearsal, the children commented on how “hard” it was to prepare for the musical, which gave us the 
opportunity to both affirm that it is hard work and celebrate with them when they saw how their diligence 
and energy paid off.  Being part of the cast also taught them teamwork, a living example of the body of 
Christ, where different parts come together for a wonderful whole. We had a great group of kids this year 
and are excited to welcome more youngsters to the choir next year.  We look forward to building our team 
and preparing another fun, worshipful musical in 2023.

If you know any children that would be interested in participating next year, or would like to join the Children’s 
Choir full time, please reach out to Marci (mmajor@wcupa.edu) or Sandor (skadar@firstpreswc.com).

Children’s Musical



Soaring into Spring at The Bucket School!  
The Bucket School celebrated the spring season with fun learning themes and school events.

 
March Highlights 
In the month of March, students learned through themes such as the wind and weather. The school also 
celebrated literacy in honor of Read Across America Day and held a successful book drive. Students 
participated in a special dress up day where they came to school dressed as a beloved book character. On 
the evening of March 7, families gathered at the Bucket School for a very special art show that highlighted 
student-made masterpieces. Sue McKenna, the school’s music teacher, provided entertainment for the 
evening and got the kids to move and groove on the dance floor!
 
April Highlights 
In April, the Bucket School hosted a Game Night where a student and parent participated in carnival-style 
games such as ring toss, pick-a-pop, duck pond, a “kissing booth” and much more! For each game played, 
the students earned a sticker and got to “cash in” their stickers for prizes at the end of the evening. Pretzels 
and popcorn rounded out the successful event! Also in April, the Easter Bunny visited for breakfast! This fun 
fundraiser included donuts with pink frosting, an egg hunt, and photos with the special guest. 

May Highlights 
In May, the school is celebrating love and looking back and reflecting on this year’s accomplishments. 
Mothers and other V.I.P. (Very Important People) were honored at the school on May 6 for tea parties in 
the classrooms. Pre-Kindergarten graduation is scheduled for May 20, the last day of school, at 10:00 in 
Fellowship Hall.

Bucket School Update



This summer, VBS fun will come alive at First Pres through weekly explorations on 
Adventure Island!  Through Bible stories, crafts, music, science, games and snacks, 
students will discover how God’s light shines on us and how we can reflect that 
light as we live each day.  

VBS will take place from 9:15-10:30 am every Sunday morning from June 5-July 31.  
The program is for 4 year olds through rising 6th graders. Please register children 
who plan to attend through the VBS Registration page on the Sign-up tab of the 
website. 

If you are a grown-up willing to help for just one Sunday, please sign up through the VBS Volunteers page 
on the Sign-up tab of the website.  We need adults to help with the kids (clearances required) and to help 
prepare snacks (clearances not required).

Contact Director of Faith Formation Sara Pantazes with any questions.  Join us as we discover God’s great 
light at Adventure Island!

VBS Returns this Summer

Spring at the Bucket School



The Justice Ministry Team is pleased to offer a new learning opportunity to the congregation this summer 
– a walking tour of West Chester that examines the town’s historic African American communities.  It 
will be led by Penny Washington, a native of West Chester and WCU graduate. Penny is a published 
author, having written on numerous African American topics for the Philadelphia Inquirer and the former 
Suburban Black Journal. Her current research will also appear in a forthcoming issue of the Easttown/
Tredyffrin Quarterly.

The tour will take place on Saturday, June 25 at 10:00 am.  It will last approximately one hour with time 
for Q&A after the tour.  The tour is limited to ten people, so if there is enough interest, a second tour will 
be held on Saturday, July 9, also at 10:00 am.  You can register to attend through the Sign-up tab on the 
church’s website.  Please contact Sara Pantazes(spantazes@firstpreswc.com) with any questions. 

Expanding the Narrative: 
A Walking Tour of West Chester

This spring, the congregation was invited to create prayer doves for Ukraine, expressing through word or 
art their prayers in response to the conflict.  The results were incredibly thoughtful, beautiful, and heartfelt.  
Thank you to all who participated and let us continue to pray for those affected by the war.  We do so in 
faith and hope, waiting for the day when peace silences violence, when, “nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.” (Isaiah 2:4)

Ukranian Prayer Doves



Sweet Dreams - Fabric Mission Sale
Our yearly sale is scheduled for Sunday, November 13 and Sunday, December 4. You’ll find many handmade 
items for those on your holiday gift list, as well as those occasions that arise throughout the year. All proceeds 
support the mission of the Sweet Dreams Quilting Group. 

Do you love to sew? If you sew and/or have an interest in quilting, Sweet Dreams sewing and quilting group 
at First Pres is looking for individuals who would love to sew and share fellowship with others who enjoy the 
same.  We meet on Monday afternoons from 1 pm to 4 pm in Room 220 at the church.  

You are invited to stop by or contact Nancy Ohms at 484-678-1627 or nmohms@verizon.net.

Lenten Groups
Our theme for Lent this year was “Full to the Brim.” The theme invited us to trust that we fully belong to God 
and that God dreams of an expansive life for each of us, full to the brim of grace and love. Several small 
groups met over the six weeks, including an Examen group, Visio Divina, pottery painting, recipe swap, and 
a travel group. 

Summer Movie Matinees
If you’re looking for a cool summer afternoon activity, plan on Summer Movie Matinees at the church! We’ll 
do an afternoon at the movies each month of summer: 

Thursday, June 23
Thursday, July 21
August Date TBD

The show will begin at 1pm in the Chapel. The popcorn will be fresh, the A/C will be on, and there will be 
friends to enjoy it with! The June movie is the live action Beauty and the Beast. All ages welcome!



Welcoming Spaces Team
In their recommendations for a church’s transition process, Presbytery recommends an evaluation of our 
building and especially addressing decluttering. Our Transition Team set a goal to review and freshen 
spaces in our church to create a warm, welcoming space that reflects our vision themes of serving our 
community and building meaningful relationships. The team, named the Welcoming Spaces team, would 
determine short term changes that could be made by mid-spring to be ready for candidate visits, and 
would also recommend long-term changes. 

The Welcoming Spaces team, made up of Becky Gamble, Vicki Gansner, Evelyn Norton, Dan Ohms, Jane 
Richards and staff members Karen Goldstein and Elizabeth Hess, began meeting every other week in early 
January. Every other Thursday the team would spend 2-3 hours working at the church. They addressed a 
five-tier plan of sorting through classrooms, cupboards, closets and miscellaneous areas. Items that had 
served their purpose at First Pres but still had life in them were donated to Green Drop, and hundreds of 
pounds of old computers and other electronics were recycled through PAR Recycle Works, which is a non-
profit electronics recycler that provides transitional employment to people returning from prison.

The team plans to wrap up its work early this summer, but hopes to continually see our building as an 
important part of being a warm welcoming space to our church members and visitors. 

Operation Easter Basket
On Wednesday, April 6, a few dozen volunteers enjoyed dinner 
together and then made up over 100 Easter baskets full of food, candy, 
and other goodies to be donated to the Salvation Army, the Domestic 
Violence Center, the WC Food Cupboard, and Migrant Ministry. Thank 
you to all those who donated items and their time to make this event 
happen. We hope to make it an annual event!

Safe Harbor
Volunteers from First Pres have been delivering and serving meals to the guests of Safe Harbor once a 
month for many years. Our group is looking for some additional volunteers to prepare food as part of a 
home cooked meal and/or serve the meal to the residents.  We volunteer on the 4th Wednesday of each 
month around 6pm. A regular commitment isn’t necessary and you can choose either to cook or to serve the 
meal (or both!)

If you would be interested in finding out more about this local mission or to get on the email list, please 
contact Judy Stone, jstone1645@gmail.com.

Breakfast Pastries and Conversation
On Sunday, June 5th, between the 9:00 a.m. and 10:42 a.m. services, the First Pres Congregational Life and 
Membership (CLM) committee and the Transition Team will be hosting a Congregation Conversation in 
Fellowship Hall to mark the milestones reached during our time of transition between senior pastors.  Join 
us for coffee, tea, tasty pastries, and a quick recap of what has been accomplished.  We’ll also recognize 
the many activities that prepared us for the arrival of a new senior pastor.  We’ll see you on Sunday, June 5th 
between services!



A Stephen Ministry Introduction

Several years ago, you were trained to become a Stephen Minister. What initially led you 
to serve in this ministry?
I decided to become a Stephen Minister because someone saw the potential in me. I have 
long been drawn to caring for others, beginning with being the trusted confidante in my 
group of friends, later pursuing degrees in psychology and gerontology, and eventually 
working with older adults and those with brain injuries. It has always been part of who I am, 
but when a friend and another Stephen Minister both suggested I might be a good fit for this 
ministry I decided to give it a try.

What has impacted you the most during your involvement in Stephen Ministry?
I have been most impacted by the way in which God works through us to reach those who 
are hurting. Stephen Ministers are highly trained caregivers, but God continues to amaze me 
with the ways He transforms the lives of both care receivers and their Stephen Ministers.

Recently, you accepted an invitation to be trained as a Stephen Leader. Why did you decide 
to take on this new role?
I decided to accept the invitation to become a Stephen Leader because I felt called to use 
my gifts to not only care for those who are hurting, but also help strengthen our Stephen 
Ministry at First Pres. I look forward to developing and supporting our Stephen Ministers in 
their relationships with their care receivers.

Please share anything else that you would like people to know about Stephen Ministry.
Stephen Ministry is here for you, not if you need it, but when you need it. Each and every one 
of us will, at one point or another, find ourselves walking through pain and difficulty. You 
don’t have to walk that journey alone.

Stephen Ministry is for anyone who is facing a challenge or transition in their life. To learn more 
or to be matched with a Stephen Minister, contact Referrals Coordinators: Mary Pellack, 610-
570-0886 (c) or Rev. Caroline Cupp, 484-459-8220 (c)

We are delighted to introduce Jennifer Singley as our newest Stephen 
Leader! Having served as a Stephen Minister for many years, Jen recently 
completed a five-week training course to prepare her to help with the 
coordination of this ministry. 

We recently asked Jen to share her perspective on this confidential, one-
to-one caregiving ministry.

The PNC is moving ahead in our search with a promising set of candidates, all of whom have received 
the recommendation of Bill Wilson and his colleagues at the Center for Healthy Churches. We feel deeply 
fortunate to enjoy this caliber of applicants for the role of Lead Pastor. While this is an especially sensitive 
stage in the process to share specific information, please know that we are working diligently and look 
forward to sharing a more detailed update in early summer. We appreciate your patience and prayers as 
we move through this process.

PNC Update



Missons
Our church has a historical commitment to both local and global mission, so when we learned that several 
international missionaries were retiring, we began a search to find new global mission partners.  We have 
chosen four new partners , including three PC(USA) mission workers, and would like to introduce them to 
you. 

Cindy Corell (Haiti)
Cindy is a Virginia native and while serving as a volunteer in a local church, she 
had the opportunity to visit Haiti.  It changed her life.  In 2010, she gave up her 
career as a journalist and moved to Port au Prince as a Joining Hands network 
facilitator.  Joining Hands is dedicated world wide to alleviating poverty and 
suffering through education, advocacy, life style changes and spiritual grounding.  

Cheryl Barnes (Malawi, Zambia)
Rev. Cheryl Barnes is the education facilitator for the Church of Central Africa 
Presbyterian Church (CCAP).  She came to mission work through her daughter’s 
Presbyterian Young Adult Volunteer time in Lima Peru.  The goal of Cheryl’s mission 
in Africa is to improve primary education for all schools associated with CCAP as 
well as protecting young girls from violence and empowering them to continue 
their education.  

Janet Guyer (Malawi)
Janet addresses poverty and gender equity issues alongside the Church of Central 
Africa in northern Malawi.  Malawi is one of the seven poorest countries in the 
world and children are the most impacted.  Although Janet grew up in the home 
of missionaries, she never expected that one day she would serve in international 
mission. “The call to mission came as a surprise, but it did make sense as I evaluated 
the gifts God had given me and the needs of the world.”  Janet has been involved in 
world mission for more than two decades both in Thailand and Africa.  

Lifetime Wells International
Lifetime Wells International is a local organization (Aston, Pa) founded by 
local well drillers David Powell and Ken Wood.  Clean water is one of the most 
important contributors to length of life and health for many Africans.  Lifetime 
Wells International has drilled more than 2,500 wells in the small villages 
in Tanzania and Ghana.  Since they are a local organization with a global 
mission, we welcome them as a First Pres mission partner.  

We continue to support our other four global mission partners, Jeff and Christi Boyd in the Congo, Jed and 
Jenny Koball in Peru, Lieth Fujii in Thailand and Michael & Beverley Harrar with Wycliff Bible Translators.
Please keep our new and continuing global missionaries in your thoughts and prayers as they provide 
services and ministry throughout the world.



Women’s Retreat

Gift Card Campaign

God’s grace abounded earlier this spring when First Pres women gathered for a Friday night and Saturday 
morning retreat filled with faith and friendship.  Kathy Smedley, a West Chester native and Certified Biblical 
Storyteller, presented three Scripture passages to the group, inviting us into some of the miracle stories of 
Jesus.  Participants wondered about the Scriptures and reflected on God’s grace in their own lives during 
this time of connecting with our faith stories and relationships with one another.  Thank you to all who 
attended – time together is a wonderful gift to us all.  

Presbyterian Women of First Pres has supported the Domestic Violence Center of Chester County  (DVCCC)  
annually for many years.  Due to a lack of storage space at their locations, they would especially appreciate 
gift cards to local supermarkets, as well as Walmart and Target.  Please consider helping these families by 
supporting this on-going need. You may do so as follows: 

•  Place cards in the Sunday Offering Plate
• Take them to Office Administrator Dan Williams during weekly office hours
• Drop them in the locked mailbox at the office entrance
• Send them by mail (be aware of possible delivery delays)

Please clearly label your envelope with your name (or mark as Anon) and the amount of the card. Gift Cards 
will be collected through the end of May.

The mission of the DVCCC is to provide intervention, education, outreach, advocacy, and programs to 
prevent, reduce, and remedy domestic in Chester County.

DVCCC is committed to empowering survivors of domestic abuse through providing information and 
supporting them as they reclaim their lives.  It provides services at their main, confidentially located site and 
satellite sites in Coatesville, Kennett Square, Oxford, and Phoenixville.  Services are available in English and 
Spanish.  All services are free and confidential.



Over the winter, a local musician named John Grillo posed the idea of hosting a lunch for our unhoused 
neighbors over the Lenten season. He’d started a feeding ministry called The Vine, but his church wasn’t 
accessible for those without cars. First Pres’s location was ideal for this kind of thing and because our paths 
had crossed through Matthew 25, the Missions committee agreed to experiment with lunch over the season. 
To be honest, we thought it might just be John, Caroline, and a lot of leftovers. The first week two people 
showed up and I thought well, we tried. But John had faith and I’m stubborn, so we tried again the next week. 
He’s a guy who doesn’t mind asking for things, and he made the rounds with local businesses like Classic 
Diner, Peter Clark Kitchen, Lorenzo’s Steaks, Meatball U, and Hill’s Seafood. All of them gave us abundant, 
lovely, and delicious food to serve. The next week four people came. And then ten, and by last week we had 
thirty. Some of the people who show up are unhoused, some used to be, and some are disabled, elderly, or 
simply lonely. Some are church members or their relatives, some work close by, and others just want to be 
part of whatever it is that happens in Fellowship Hall on a Wednesday afternoon. A community has started 
to form as those present share information about jobs, housing, and navigating the Byzantine bureaucracy 
of human services in Chester County. Instead of a group of people volunteering and others eating, we all 
have lunch together. Folks jump in to help by carrying a plate, keeping an eye on a baby, or making up 
containers of food to go. We’ve celebrated birthdays, prayed for those who are sick or struggling, and 
cheered people on as they’ve studied for GEDs or gotten full time jobs. Nine weeks in and some of our first 
guests are now running the ministry, others are attending worship on Sundays or volunteering around the 
church. We’re getting ready to extend our hours to incorporate more art and music, scheduled our first new 
members class, and held a baptism service. Our Lenten project is now extended until Memorial Day, and I 
imagine it’ll still be going strong by the Fourth of July.  We hope to see you there!        
            -Pastor Caroline
You’re Invited: 
Wednesdays, 11:30-1:30 (come at 10:30 for recovery-focused music and arts programming)

Want to help?
- Email Caroline to sponsor all or part of a lunch (it costs about $250 to feed people each week)
- Volunteer to make all or part of a meal (salad and fruit are always welcome)
- Donate water, Gatorade, or oranges & bananas
- Pray for God to continue to work through this ministry
- Eat out at any of the restaurants mentioned above and thank the owner for their contributions!

Wednesday Lunch Ministry



The Missions Committee partnered with St. Vladimir Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in Philadelphia to 
support humanitarian relief efforts after many church members asked how they could assist the Ukrainian 
people.  

The congregation has contributed generously and First Pres has forwarded the donations to St. Vladimir’s 
Cathedral.  The Cathedral arranged the purchase and delivery of the most urgently needed humanitarian 
items.  Thank you!

The unprovoked war goes on and the need for support continues.  If you wish to provide further financial 
assistance through the church to support relief efforts for Ukraine you may continue to do so. To contribute, 
please visit www.firstpreswc.com and click the quick link “Give Online.”  This will bring up the My Donation 
page with a drop-down box that allows you select the fund to which you wish to donate.  Click UKRAINIAN 
RELIEF, then complete the form.  And click “submit.”  Or, you can write a check, mail it to the church or put it in 
the offering plate at the back of the church on Sunday mornings.  

Support for Ukraine

The Final Good Works Project
The Good Works team of volunteers celebrated a major milestone in dedicating their final home repair 
project before ending their long commitment of service of almost two decades to this organization.

In 2003, Men of Mission (now First Crew) was launched and just one year later, in 2004, a team of volunteers, 
led by Dave Hinchberger as Project Manager and technical lead Charlie Myhre, began their long and 
dedicated monthly service to Good Works. First Crew has provided monthly work teams to a variety of local 
mission organizations including World Impact and Presbyterian Children’s Village, but none have served on 
a monthly schedule as long as the Good Works team.  The Good Works team have worked on and repaired 
a total of 20 separate homes.

I am pleased to give special recognition to those individuals who served to the very end:   Dave Hinchberger, 
Charlie Myhre, Myron Grubaugh, Ray McKeeman, Tom Bragg, and Rick Mars.  I am delighted that all have 
committed to continuing to volunteer for other First Crew projects as they arise. Many others have given 
of their time and talents for Good Works throughout the years:  Art Massey, Gordon Leidy, Bill Clinton, Paul 
Benini, Judy Kirkland, Doug Kitson, George Scherbak, Phil Heaver, Art Zadrozny, Steve Jenkinson, Stan Heist, 
Ed Gruber, Marvin Bentley, Ray Lebre, Rich Boyd, Jim Austin, Bob Black, Steve Patras, Allen Arnwine, Mike 
Condon, Jim Kelican, and Paul Lucas.

Thank you for your long and dedicated 
service to Good Works, our church and 
our community.

Jim Serum
First Crew



In an effort to provide the most current financial information, the Finance Committee will provide quarterly 
financial updates to the congregation. These updates are high-level, though we are happy to speak in 
more detail as questions arise. For additional information, contact Bob Smith at rpsmith121@gmail.com.

Income is $59,382 (21.5%) better than budget. We received quite a few full year contributions in the first 
quarter so expect this favorable variance to wane over the course of the year.

Expenses are under budget by $11,771 (5.3%). We expect most line items will catch up to their budgeted 
amounts during the full year other than Personnel. The new head pastor’s salary is budgeted beginning in 
April, which means that we will likely underspend our personnel budget for 2022.

Investments declined by $102,000 (5.0%). Market volatility adversely affected returns during the quarter but 
our Investment Committee made adjustments to the overall asset allocation to reduce portfolio risk.

Legacy Giving
What Moves You?  What Matters to You?

You may remember reading snippets about it in this newsletter or in our weekly e-News, or possibly even 
hearing about it during a Minute for Mission from the lectern.  The “it” is legacy giving.  In the coming months 
you’ll be seeing and hearing more about the importance of your legacy and how that may help sustain First 
Pres mission initiatives within our church, our community, and our world.

“A legacy speaks not about how we died, but how we lived.  It speaks about the things that move us in life, 
the things that matter to us.  A legacy is an expression of gratitude and thanks to God for all that has been 
given and enjoyed in life.”  -- Stewardship Services, Ltd.

Thanks to legacy gifts, we’re able to help feed our hungry, educate our children, provide homes for our 
homeless, and provide countless other good works in our community.  First Pres has a positive economic, 
social, educational, and physical influence in West Chester and beyond.  You can be a part of that positive 
influence for generations to come.

We’ll be providing more details about the legacy giving program here at First Pres over the next few months.  
So, stay tuned!

First Quarter Financial Report

Yet again First Pres members and friends demonstrated extraordinary generosity in raising funds for this 
year’s Matthew 25 Lenten Campaign. Between March 2 and April 19, there were 92 gifts totaling $27,333. 
$12,500 of your gifts will be distributed as emergency funding for our neighbors in need. Another $12,500 will 
be divided between Friends Association, Kennett Area Community Services, and the West Chester Food 
Cupboard. We will also invest $2,333 in our Mission Fund endowment to support ongoing mission needs. From 
the Missions committee and our neighbors, thank you. It is a joy to be part of this generous congregation.

Matthew 25



First Quarter Financial Report (cont...)



The 2022 Nominating Committee is beginning its work now! Our job is to discern and nominate a slate 
of officers to be the church leaders for the next three years. We are tasked to identify candidates, talk 
to them about serving and then present their names for election this fall. We are asking you all to submit 
nominations! Prayerfully consider who you think would make a good Elder, Trustee, or Deacon. Self-
nominations are welcome. 

To nominate: 
1) Visit the SignUp tab at www.firstpreswc.com and choose Officer Nominations. (Descriptions of the 
offices can be found there) 
2) Call the church office with your nomination 
3) Personally contact any member of the Nomination Committee or Pastor Caroline 
4) Fill out a nominating card from the pew racks and place in the marked nominating committee mailbox in 
the hall. 

We would love to hear from you by June 10 so that we may proceed during the summer and be ready to 
report to the congregation by October. The committee consists of co-chairs Barb Snyder and Rev. Ann 
Dickey; Lori McDermott, Scott Gamble, Tom Pantazes, Kelly Pruden, Monica Treichel, Art Zadrozny and two 
TBD. Keep the Nominating Committee in your prayers this summer!

Nominating Committee

This year felt deeply meaningful because it was the first indoor, in-person set of Holy Week services since 
2019. The Palm Sunday service was led by the Children’s and Chancel Choir, who processed in through the 
middle aisle for the first time since the beginning of the pandemic. Many experienced this as a return to 
comforting and familiar rhythms of worship. 

The Maundy Thursday service was led by a 43-member boys’ choir from Austria. Following the worship 
service, the Grazer Kappellknaben gave a short concert that was enthusiastically received by those in 
attendance. The performers sang two encore pieces before enjoying a dinner provided by members of the 
Chancel Choir and the Cooking Group. “The Lonely Goatherd” (from The Sound of Music) was the perfect, 
humorous conclusion to this wonderful night. 

Good Friday was a traditional contemplative service filled with music, readings and thought-provoking 
liturgical videos related to the day. It was a solemn counterpoint to the excitement of Maundy Thursday, 
and created another path for people to explore the many facets of the holiest week in the Christian year.
 
On Easter Sunday, we greeted the dawn at a sunrise service held in the Abbott family’s beautiful barn. The 
crackling fireplace and the brass quartet made this sacred time feel holy and intimate. The pleasure of 
seeing so many familiar faces at this and the later services set a joyful tone to the entire morning. The gift of 
being together was reflected in celebratory music, a memorable children’s retelling of the Easter story, and 
even an impromptu altar call. We give thanks for this congregation with whom we were able to share this 
memorable Holy Week.

Holy Week 2022



CONTACT
Executive Pastor
Rev. Caroline Cupp (ccupp@firstpreswc.com)

Program Staff
Director of Music: 
Sándor Kádár (skadar@firstpreswc.com)

ChoirAccompanist: 
Kira Boros (kboros@firstpreswc.com)

Children’s Choir Director:
Marci Major (mmajor@wcupa.edu)

Director of Engagement: 
Elizabeth Hess (ehess@firstpreswc.com)

  
Director of Faith Formation: 
Sara Pantazes (spantazes@firstpreswc.com)

Preschool Director:
Marissa Truong (mtruong@firstpreswc.com)

   
Director of Youth & Contemporary Ministries: 
Eric Hankins (ehankins@firstpreswc.com)

  

Church Office
 
Director of Operations: 
Jeff Somers (jsomers@firstpreswc.com)

Office Manager: 
Karen Goldstein (kgoldstein@firstpreswc.com)

Office Administrator: 
Daniel K. Williams (dwilliams@firstpreswc.com)

Technical Support Coordinator:  
Nolan Prochnau (nprochnau@firstpreswc.com) 

Wedding & Funeral Coordinator: 
Gretchen Huebner (ghuebner@firstpreswc.com)

Custodian: 
Willy Oliveras (contact church office for requests)

The sympathy and prayers of the congregation are extended to:
• Matthew and Jackie Lerch and family in the death of their son, 

Gabriel.
• Jim, Gail, Colin, and Kendall Turner and Erinn McMillan and families in 

the death of Jim’s dad and Erinn, Colin, and Kendall’s grandfather.
• Abby Demaioribus and family in the death of her grandfather.
• Kristin Roosevelt and family in the death of her father.
• Al and Janet Chew, Amy Falls, Lisa Weichmann and Krista Chew and 

families in the death of Janet’s mother, and Amy, Lisa and Krista’s 
grandmother, Ruth George.

Baptisms:
• Lydia Josephine Balascio, born March 15, 2021, daughter of Eric and 

Caitlin Balascio
• Rocco James DeJoseph, born May 25, 2021, son of James and Erin 

DeJoseph
• Albert Feldstein
• Michael Spaziani

Births:
• Clifton Edward Abbott, born February 28, 2022, son of Cody and Liza 

Abbott, grandson of Franny and Franny Abbott.
• Aiden Parker McClure, born May 9, 2022, son of Justin and Mandy 

McClure, grandson of Dale and Terri McClure.

Confirmations: 
• Ana Dakes, Nick Dakes, Leah Hampson, Natalie Hess, Alex Khan,  

Celio Ortiz, Kate Pruden, Leah Skomorucha, Lauren Sokurenko,  
Caitlin Treichel, Elise Volkman, Emily Westbrook

FIRST PRES
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