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Who We Are   

Whoever you are, 

wherever you are coming from, 

however you're showing up,

no matter who you love,

what your body looks like,

or what your history with religion and faith may have been,

The truest thing about you is that you are deeply loved by God.  

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - WEST CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA
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We are a church that values deep relationships, and where people matter.

We strive to be a place that challenges you to love like you've never loved

before. God. Others. Yourself. First Pres is a place where we hope that all

comes together. We aim to provide a space where you use your head in

study, your hands in service, your spirit in prayer.  
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Where We Live    

 Photo: LittleKitty / shutterstock.com
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Where We Live    

Located in beautiful Chester County, the borough of West Chester,
Pennsylvania is the county seat. It is the heart of the Brandywine Valley,
30 minutes north of Wilmington, Delaware, and 45 minutes west of
Philadelphia. It is known for its small-town charm and cosmopolitan
tastes. The Philadelphia Inquirer labeled West Chester “...one of the
world’s most perfect small towns.” 

Historic districts encompass a walkable built history that spans 200 years.
First Pres is a Greek Revival highlight. Interwoven with residential
neighborhoods are vibrant businesses with dozens of restaurants, shops,
and the family-friendly Uptown! Knauer Performing Arts Center, Chester
County History Center, West Chester Railroad, and nearby American
Helicopter Museum. Blocks from First Pres is West Chester University.
Students number over 17,000, almost doubling the borough population.
They energize businesses and a few are choral scholars in the First Pres
chancel choir. Student theater, music, sports, and lecture series attract
broad audiences to campus.

 Photo: LittleKitty / shutterstock.com

West Chester is complex. Civil unrest erupted nearby in the 1777
Battle of Brandywine. Women spoke out here for equal rights in 1852
and again in the 1970s. Black residents desegregated schools in the
1950s. White neighbors joined 1960s demonstrations for equal
opportunity in jobs and housing and in 2020 for justice.

Since colonization in the 1600s, rich natural resources and diverse
people have fueled Chester County’s economy and inspired
innovation. Agriculture, industry, technology, and pharmaceuticals
still have an international impact. Open space initiatives provide
outdoor activities, support biodiversity, and balance a growing
population of 500,000. School students speak more than 50
languages or dialects and senior communities are among the fastest
growing populations. 

West Chester is at the center of a county whose goals are to preserve,
live, protect, prosper, appreciate, and connect. West Chester and First
Pres are resilient.
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Our Biblical Story
Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one another without complaining. Like

good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received. Whoever speaks must do so as

one speaking the very words of God; whoever serves must do so with the strength that God supplies, so that God may be glorified in all

things through Jesus Christ. To him belong the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen.

1 Peter 4:8-11

Our Mission Statement
Called to love God and one another, First Presbyterian Church responds to God’s grace by following Christ with ministries of

hospitality, worship, faith development, service and generosity.

 

Above All, Love (our tagline)  

Our Vision   
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April 1831 – The Rev. William
A. Stevens assigned as
organizing pastor for a group
of Chester County citizens of
Presbyterian Ancestry.

Our History 

1831 - '32

1880 
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1834

1832  – Church cornerstone laid

Sabbath School Society
organized

First public services held in
the new building with 52
original members; designed
by Thomas U. Walter, noted
for Greek Revival style 

Charter obtained
incorporating as “The First
Presbyterian Church of the
Borough of West Chester.” 

25-foot addition
expanded the
building to the
capacity of 600

Established and paid rent for
a "Colored Sabbath School"
in Hartman Naylor’s
schoolroom on W. Gay Street

1862 

1893 

Sunday School
Chapel constructed

1905

Larger pipe organ
constructed and new
stained glass windows
added; organ
electrified in 1934

 

1852 

1852 - First PA
Woman’s Rights
Convention held
in West Chester 

1887 

1887 - Second
Presbyterian Church
(African American)
organized by
Presbytery 

1955 

Purchased additional
property and built the
present educational
facility where former
Chapel stood

West Chester Events

1958

Margaret (Peg)
Chalfant first
woman
deacon; Anna
Miller first
woman Trustee

 

Kell Memorial
Organ installed in
memory of Rev. J.
Garret Kell; changes
made in chancel

1962

1963

March on
Washington
organized by West
Chester native
Bayard Rustin



8

Rev. Anderson Porter
first African American
parish associate pastor,
formerly pastor at
Second Presbyterian
Church and organizer
of Chester County
participants for 1963
March on Washington

Covenant with Iglesia
Evangelica Presbiteriana
Getsemani, Guatemala 

2003

1997
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1966

Demonstration
for equal
housing and job
opportunities 

West Chester Events

Margaret (Peg)
Chalfant first
woman Elder in
Donegal Presbytery

1967

New pews added

Rev. Linda Jaberg
first woman pastor

1985

Major renovation
connected the
original sanctuary
and education
building

1986

1991

Unity Day Rally
counteracted
KKK parade

Answered community
need to help establish
Safe Harbor for local
unhoused people

1992

Renovation included
an elevator, classroom
space, air-conditioning
and remodeling 

1995

Schantz pipe organ
dedicated 

2001

Rev. Greg Stovell first
Latinx and recent
immigrant pastor

Answered community
need helping to support
ACT in Faith, initiated by
Greater West Chester
Religious Council 

2010

Cupola added
via bequest;
10% of
bequest
raised in
response for
the Chester
County Food
Bank

2014

Rev. Caroline Cupp
first pastor with a
disability 

2015

Chapel created
and Fellowship
Hall remodeled

2018

Rev. Anderson Porter 

Margaret (Peg) Chalfant

https://safeharborofcc.org/
https://www.actinfaithgwc.org/who-we-are/
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At First Pres, we strive to reflect God’s love back into the community and to
live as a body of people who care for one another as Christ cares for us.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - WEST CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA
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We imitate Christ by serving our neighbors
with compassion and respect. Through
individual relationships and transforming
unjust systems, we answer God’s call to be
salt and light in our community and beyond.

Reflecting God's Love   
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Act in Faith of Greater West Chester 
Barn at Spring Brook Farm 
Chester County Opportunities Industrialization Center 
Domestic Violence Center of Chester County
Friends Association for Care and Protection of Children 
Habitat for Humanity of Chester County
The Hickman
North Star of Chester County 
Legal Aid of Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Meals on Wheels of Chester County
Safe Harbor
West Chester Food Cupboard
West Chester Senior Center
English as a Second Language
Chester County Migrant Ministry 

"From early summer 2021 to mid-October, First Pres (FPC) was a partner in
an English as a Second Language program with two sister churches, West
Chester and El Buen Samaritano United Methodist Churches. Nearly 20
students from El Buen Samaritano met with 25 volunteer teachers every
Sunday afternoon. This was new territory for us, but it was a great success.
Students and teachers alike came away from it with expanded
knowledge, deeper understanding, new friends, and a commitment to do
it again! Plans are underway to continue the program in 2022."

- Doug Congdon-Martin                                  

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - WEST CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA

In Our Community    
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First Pres is honored to partner with a wide variety of
organizations serving the people of Chester County. From
hunger to homelessness, legal aid to medical assistance,
these non-profit and faith-based groups are God's hands
and feet in the community. Our congregation supports their
service through volunteer hours and financial assistance.

Local Partners & Programs

For more than 30 years Chester County Migrant Ministry has provided
for the spiritual and physical needs of migrant worker families who
come primarily from Mexico and Central America. The ministry provides
English and citizenship classes, translation services, assistance with
immigration applications, as well as supplying furniture, clothing, and
financial aid where needed. First Pres has supported this work through
long term financial support for Migrant Ministry and annual food and
gift programs going directly to the families. 11



Click here to
learn more

through the
Matthew 25

Podcast. 

The Justice Ministry Team guides the church in intentionally
thinking about and pursing God’s justice. The goals are to help
the community grow in understanding, become more aware of
human injustices and possible causes, and consider how we
might respond as people of faith. This ministry affords the
opportunity to hear the perspectives of others in our local
community who have experienced, particularly, racial injustice
and to learn from our own members who have had diverse
experiences in varied life circumstances. We intend to use
discussions to discern meaningful ways to enhance justice for
residents of our local community.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - WEST CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA
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First Crew, founded in 2003, lends a helping hand to our church
members and persons in need in the greater West Chester
community and the nation. We welcome women, men, and
families to volunteer. 

More than 850 person hours were dedicated to building the
treehouse at The Barn at Spring Brook Farm, founded by a First
Pres member to serve children with disabilities. Other projects
include building a playhouse for children at Friends Association
for Care and Protection of Children. 

Working in partnership with other churches and community
members, the First Crew National Mission Team (formerly Men of
Mission) has volunteered over 11,500 hours to help families
rebuild homes after natural disasters such as hurricanes in New
Orleans, Texas, North Carolina, and the tornado in Tuscaloosa.
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As brothers and sisters of the Christian faith we are asked to love
one another. Matthew 25 expands on that idea by teaching us to
treat all beings as we would treat the Lord.

Using this principle to guide us, in 2020 outreach focused on the
unhoused in our community. This work strengthened our
relationships with mission partners already working to serve this
population. Church leaders and congregation members were
asked to examine more deeply how First Pres could reach those
affected by housing insecurity. With this work, we established The
Matthew 25 Endowment dedicated to helping the unhoused in
our community.

“The Justice Ministry events -- readings, speakers,
discussion -- have provided a way to learn, discuss,
grow, and identify ways to act to be part of bringing
God's kingdom of peace and justice to our world in a
thoughtful and constructive way. I'm so thankful for
the committed individuals who have been part of this
process. I've learned so much from them.”

 -Barb Snyder 
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https://www.firstpreswc.com/m25-podcast
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Bringing comfort and connection by visiting elderly
members in their homes
Practicing hospitality by serving coffee between Sunday
worship services
Participating in worship at local nursing homes
Celebrating communion with members who are no longer
able to attend church
Reaching out to church members who have lost loved ones

Caregiving is an important part of the life of First Pres. There
are many opportunities for those interested in getting
involved, including:
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Stephen Ministers are laypeople trained to
provide sensitive, confidential, Christ-centered care
to individuals going through times of difficulty or
loss, such as grief, divorce, unemployment, illness,
or life transition. As commissioned caregivers, we
engage in regular supervision and continuing
education. Stephen Ministers commit to offering
regular, in-person support to those who request it;
those receiving care need not be members of First
Presbyterian or any church. We welcome referrals
from individuals as well as for family members and
friends.
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Stephen Ministry

"Serving in Stephen Ministry has
enabled me to combine my deep sense of
compassion with my desire to reflect
Christ's light, and make a difference in
the life of someone who is going through
a difficult time."

-Becky Gamble 

“This is truly an amazing ministry where
we share wonderful fellowship while
creating these gifts of love.” 

-Sweet Dreams Members 

In the mid-1970s, the Prayer Band was formed
out of a group of church members responding to
a fellow member's need for prayer. With the
comfort the prayers brought, there became a
desire to continue to expand this ministry. Today,
the prayer band is a communication chain
whose participants pray for needs in response to
member requests. 

Our two sewing groups focus on using their gifts
to create shawls, quilts, and pillowcases for
those in our church and in our community. 

Sew Many Blessings 
& Sweet Dreams

Prayer Band 

“My years of prayers give me much
comfort. Things do not turn out the
way we wished but we know God is with
them and gives them peace.
Recipients are most grateful. Many on
the chain have been longtime
members, for which I am most grateful.”

-Margie Kellermann 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - WEST CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA

Sew Many Blessings makes prayer shawls and
comfort quilts for members of the congregation
and community.

Sweet Dreams was born out of love and
compassion for those baptized at our church.
Members share God’s love with the gift of a
quilted item appropriate for the baptized’s age
and gender. We also make pillowcases for
pediatric department at Chester County
Hospital.
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Around The World  

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - WEST CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA

VILLA NUEVA, GUATEMALA 
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From rural medical care, anti-human trafficking efforts, and clean
water initiatives to education for girls living in poverty, the mission-
workers and international organizations supported by First Pres are
serving people on three continents and in dozens of countries across
the world. Through partnerships with local communities, these
groups and individuals serve God by working for justice, healthcare
access, and educational opportunities for all.

Michael and Beverly Harrar (Papua New Guinea)
IHS Global
Jeff & Christi Boyd (Democratic Republic of Congo)
Mark Hare & Jenny Bent (Haiti & Dominican Republic) 
Jed & Jenny Koball (Peru)
Martha Sommers (Democratic Republic of Congo)

Global Partners

 15
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Members of Getsemani visiting
 in Philadelphia, 2019FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - WEST CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA

Re-signing of Getsemani Covenant   
Villa Nueva, Guatemala, 2018

Fellowship with Getsemani Brothers
and Sisters, Guatemala, 2018

Fellowship with Getsemani Brothers
and Sisters, Guatemala, 2012

In 2003 the first Covenant was signed with Iglesia Evangelica Presbiteriana Getsemani, Guatemala. In our Covenant with
Getsemani church we are joined in mutual respect and willingness to learn from one another, support each other and grow
together as disciples of Christ. We live out this Covenant by praying for each other, encouraging each other, worshiping together
and building relationships through fellowship. This ministry has deepened the faith journey of many people in both of our
churches, and has impacted our collective ministries as we live out this Covenant. 

Getsemani Partnership in Guatemala

“I have learned about the power of
moving out of my cultural norm of doing
to experiencing God’s love through the
precious gift of just being together:
listening deeply and being listened to.” 

-Elizabeth Guman 

"The relationship between our two
churches, who have covenanted for
mutual support of our ministries, has
become more than special through
challenges and transitions that both
churches have faced over the years. We
count on one another for prayer support."

-Beth Congdon-Martin     

Poder compartir con ustedes, aprender en medio de
nuestros contextos a alabar a nuestro Padre juntos y ser
bendición unos a otros.

What the partnership means to our brothers and sister of Getsemani:

To be able to share with you, to learn in the midst of our
contexts to praise our Father together and to be a blessing to
each other.

Servir al prójimo cubriendo algunas necesidades vitales a familias
guatemaltecas vulnerables, por medio de jornadas médicas a niños
y mujeres, entrega de vitaminas, jarabes, expectorantes, medicinas
básicas, juguetes, junto con el mensaje de salvación.

Serve others by covering some vital needs to vulnerable
Guatemalan families, through medical days for children and
women, delivery of vitamins, syrups, expectorants, basic
medicines, toys, along with the message of salvation.

La oportunidad de convivir con cada uno de ellos, conocer sectores
excluidos y aprender juntos, empatizar con las necesidades y poder
contribuir en proveer algunos insumos básicos en nombre de nuestra
sociedad.

The opportunity to live with each one of them, meet excluded
sectors and learn together, empathize with the needs and be
able to contribute in providing some basic inputs on behalf of
our society.

Spending time with the children of 
Getsemani, 2018

 16
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We seek to follow Christ by nurturing
meaningful relationships with one another.
Through uplifting worship and a shared faith
that unites us in our diversity, we are one
church made of smaller groups that sustain,
comfort, and challenge us throughout all the
stages of life.

Building the Body of Christ   
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Congregational Life

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - WEST CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA
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Congregational Life and Membership (CLM) works to provide connection for
those attending First Presbyterian Church through fellowship and also
welcomes new members to the church. CLM offers several opportunities for
fellowship over Zoom, as well as an in-person events including, wreath
making workshop, Bridge dinners, and Halloween trick or treating.

The Craft Beer Group is an
intergenerational group of women and
men from all walks of church life who meet
once per month. Besides enjoying each
other's fellowship, they also appreciate
tasting and learning about local craft beers.

CLM holds seasonal events during advent
such as this one, where attendees could
make their own wreaths.  

Summer block parties provide an
opportunity for the congregation
and the FP neighborhood to come
together in fun fellowship.  

The community
trick-or-treating
gives folks a
space for safe
Halloween fun -
collecting
candy going
door-to-door in
the church. 



 

Membership 

Membership at First Pres church is founded on love: authentic, Biblical, unconditional love. Members
strive to obey God and live up to our tagline, "above all love," from 1 Peter 4:8-11. Being a member at
First Pres helps to make a thousand-member church feel like a family by providing opportunities for
small group studies and fellowship. Members of our Jesus-following church have opportunities to
worship together, continue our faith journey, show hospitality, be of service to God, one another and
our community -- locally and globally, providing us Christ-like ways to practice extravagant generosity.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - WEST CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA
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New Members Classes are held regularly at First Pres.
Traditionally the class is held after worship on a Sunday
afternoon, and led by a pastor, staff member, and Elders
on the Congregational Life Committee. Those who join
are received by Session and then recognized in a Sunday
worship service. After they join, the Director of
Engagement assists them as they assimilate into the
membership at First Pres and are helped to find a place
to connect. 

New Member Classes

Confirmation is a program available to students entering
grades 8-12, designed help a student ask big questions
and explore a life of Christian faith. At the end of
Confirmation, each student has the opportunity to join
the church as a member if they so choose. Discerning
values and beliefs and hopes and dreams is a lifelong
project that doesn’t end just because one has walked
through the Confirmation process. Our hope and prayer
is that each student finds a life of faith that energizes
their lives and engages our world. 

Confirmation

Virtual New
Member

Class, 2021 

Members of
2020

confirmation
class 
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Our vision and tagline, Above All Love, is
supported and enabled by many ministries
within First Presbyterian Church. 

Facilitating Our Vision   
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Worshipping at First Pres 
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9:00am
Traditional 

10:42am
Contemporary 

S
E

R
V

IC
E

S

Fa
ci

lit
at

in
g 

O
ur

 V
is

io
n

Worship is an important part of First Pres. We offer two Sunday services to
support an inclusive environment for those who gather to worship in a way
that feels meaningful to them -- valuing preaching, liturgy, and music.
 
We also stream all services online to allow for folks to join in a space that feels
comfortable. 

Traditional service, with incorporated
liturgy, prayer, hymns, and prepared music
lead by our many choirs 

Contemporary service, with incorporated
liturgy, prayer and music lead by a full
worship band 

Avg. Attendance Over Time 
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Despite a decline in
attendance over
recent years, First Pres
has one of the highest
average attendance
measures, of the 48
churches in the
Donegal Presbytery.



 

Kids & Family Ministry  
We think attending church is an important part of
developing faith in kids, which is why we have classes and
activities every Sunday morning for children of all ages. Our
primary goal is that the children who call First Pres home
begin to know God, both in their hearts and minds, laying the
foundation for a deeper faith to develop as they grow.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - WEST CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA

Young Justice Builders Club
This program is designed for elementary-aged kids and their grown-
ups to learn about the injustices of the world and consider, through
the lens of their faith, how kids and people of all ages can respond.  

Service Projects
We don’t just talk to our kids about loving their neighbors, we help
them actually do it!  Throughout the year, families have the
opportunity to participate in a variety of service projects for those in
our community. 
 

Vacation Bible School
Every summer we provide a program that dives deep into building
up our kids and their faith. We combine laughter, singing and
creative fun with Bible learning, fellowship and devotion to offer
one of our most memorable activities for kids.
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Family is our design

Grace is the norm

God's chasing us

Others matter more

Jesus changes lives

Feeding leads to growth

Life is what we speak

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - WEST CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA

Youth Ministry 
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The Youth Ministry program at First Pres looks to provide
space for high school and middle school students to build
community, foster a sense of justice, and deepen
understanding of faith and life. 
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We host Events where we seek to
cultivate community, fun, and
relationships by doing something
together without an overtly spiritual
component. 

We Explore our faith through
teaching and dialogue and focus
in on a particular topic and how
it relates to our faith and
everyday lives. 

We Engage with our community through
justice making and service learning. These
“engage” weeks are not necessarily on
Sunday nights and may take place off-site
as we seek to love and serve our larger
community.

23



 

“As someone whose professional calling is to
ministry, talking about all things faith is
energizing to me, and I have found many kindred
souls in this church. First Pres is a congregation
that enjoys learning and is thoughtful about
incorporating what they learn into their lives. In a
time when the world is shifting in dramatic ways,
Faith Formation at First Pres is shifting too,
honoring the traditions that have come before us
and fed us while also creating new paths that
encourage our faith and help us grow during this
new time in church history.” 

-Sara Pantazes, 
Director of Faith Formation 

 

Faith Formation 

From our youngest preschoolers to our oldest members, we’re constantly learning how to build community, foster a sense of justice, and deepen our understanding
of faith and life. Faith Formation ministry is based on the belief that growing in faith is a lifelong journey that is nurtured both individually and in community. We
provide and support a wide variety of studies and other activities to give the Holy Spirit space to shape us into the image of Jesus for the sake of others.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - WEST CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA
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"Being part of faith-based explorations of issues
that are happening today. Gaining new knowledge
in these areas. Discussion and connection with
others to gain new insights into Bible passages and
current issues. Comfort in being able to present
and hear opinions whether in agreement or
opposite from my own.”

-Evelyn Norton 

The Bucket School

The Bucket School is First Pres's preschool. Our goal is to create a loving place where children will be nurtured to
develop key social skills, proper values, a better appreciation of the world around them, and overall sense of self.
We offer a secure and safe setting, small class sizes with ideal student to teacher ratios, all in a Christian
Preschool environment. At the Bucket School we strive to inspire a lifelong commitment to learning. 

Bible Studies & Circles
First Pres holds many member-lead Bible studies, open to anyone who is looking
for an opportunity to grow in their understanding of what the scriptures teach
concerning God, our faith and how we are to live. 

Christian Faith & Issues 

This group features discussion of local, national, and world events and issues, and how we can respond from our
Christian faith perspective. The first Sunday of the month is typically Current Events discussion. 

Women's Retreat, 2019
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Chancel Choir

Handbell Choirs

In addition to our singing choirs, there are two
active handbell choirs. The choirs ring Malmark
handbells and participate regularly in worship
and community events.

“Being part of the music ministry means
community, a place where we all come

together from our different walks of life
to make music for the glory of God and to

inspire others in worship."

“The Music Ministry is what drew me
back into the fold of the church, and kept

me there for over 30 years, singing,
worshiping, and sharing with others the

celebration of our Lord.” 

Music Ministry 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - WEST CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA

For decades, First Pres has been known within the community as the church with an excellent music program. This reputation is due to the outstanding leadership of
music directors over the past 50+ years, and to the many musically talented volunteers at our church. From our impressive Kell Memorial Organ, to our many excellent
choirs and bands and the amazing acoustics of our sanctuary, music ministry at First Pres is a vital and exciting part of the life of our church. With over 80 active
members, it serves as an inspiration for many.

Miner Street Brass(MSB) & MSB Next  
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The Chancel Choir is a family-like community of
enthusiastic singers. They sing at 9:00 a.m.
Sunday worship throughout the the year and
perform two concerts per season. The choir
prepares a wide variety of styles such as
classical, gospel, and folk tune based music.

Children's Choir

"The music ministry is nothing less
than my anchor to the church; for
me it is a deeply spiritual ministry

that provides an opportunity to
actively participate in worship.” 

"It’s my way of contributing to
the worship service and

exhibiting my Christianity.” 
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Children get an introduction to the experience
of helping to lead worship and explore how we
can use music to worship God.

MSB is an intergenerational ensemble of
players involving both First Pres members and
musicians in the greater West Chester area.
They provide live music for the West Chester
community and First Pres church services and
concerts. Check out the

2021
Christmas

Concert Here 
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First Pres Membership by the Numbers

Membership Over Time 

Despite global membership decline in the Presbyterian Church, First Pres remains one of the largest of the 48 churches in the Donegal Presbytery

Current membership as of 2021, is 1,032 people across 735 households

~64% of our membership are folks over the age of 50 

Current Membership By Age
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In 2017, First Pres undertook a thoughtful, prayerful, and vigorous roll review of active members. It focused first on those who had moved out of the area or had not attended in more than five
years. A letter sent to each person requested clarification about their desire regarding membership and invited them to reconnect. As a result, membership dropped by over 400. Although
accurate church rolls are important, the primary intent was to fulfill our responsibility to encourage members in their practice of discipleship in and through the congregation they joined.
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Pastors at First Pres 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - WEST CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA

Caroline Cupp Anderson Porter Ann Dickey

Caroline came to First Pres in 2015 after serving as a
hospital chaplain in Philadelphia. A graduate of
Yale Divinity School (M.Div, ’05) and the University
of Pennsylvania (’12, M. of Bioethics), her ministry
areas focus on caregiving, mission, and community
relationships. As Executive Pastor she supports the
deacons and mission committees of Session as well
as managing special projects and initiatives. During
the pastoral transition she has served as temporary
Head of Staff. In addition to congregational
ministry, Caroline writes children’s books with a
focus on disability and inclusion. Caroline and her
husband Kevin are both Chester County natives,
and currently live in Malvern with their 5 year old
son, Henry.

Anderson began serving First Presbyterian Church
in 1997. Born in Bristol, Virginia in 1930, Anderson
graduated from Lincoln University with a BA and
and M. Div. He was the chair of the local NAACP
during the 1960's and even coordinated buses of
people from Chester County to attend the March
on Washington in 1963. He has pastored numerous
churches including Second United Presbyterian in
West Chester, and both Bethel Presbyterian and
Reeve Memorial Presbyterian in Philadelphia.
Anderson has served as both Parish Associate to
First Pres and Supply Pastor to Wissinoming
Presbyterian since 1997. He and his wife Mae have
been married for 40 years.

 

Ann began serving at First Pres in September of
2019. Since moving here in 1984, Ann Garrou Dickey
has pastored four churches in Chester County:
Westminster West Chester, Unionville, Doe Run,
and Bethany Mendenhall and two in North Carolina
in her 38 years of ministry. She is married to David
Dickey and has two married children, Heather and
James and four very special granddaughters Callan,
Quinn, Sloane & Cameryn. 

Executive Pastor Parish Associate Parish Associate 

Fa
ci

lit
at

in
g 

O
ur

 V
is

io
n

27



 

Faithful Staff

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - WEST CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA

Sándor Kádár Sara Pantazes Elizabeth Hess

 Kiana Rivera Jeff Sommers Jennifer Rosenberg Karen Goldstein David Teager

Willy Oliveras Gretchen Huebner Peyton Cole  Marci Major 

Director of Music Director of Faith Formation Director of Engagement

Lead Singer, Contemporary Band Director of Finance &

Operations

Preschool Director Office Manager Office Administrator

Custodian Wedding & Funeral Coordinator Assistant Organist Children's Choir Director
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Nolan Prochnau
Technical Support Coordinator

Currently in the hiring process for a Youth and Young Adults Ministry Director. 



 

 Church Leadership Structure

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - WEST CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA

Deacons Trustees Session (Elders) Pastors

Congregation

Worship 
Faith Formation
Missions 
Youth
Congregational Life and
Membership
Personnel*
Finance & Stewardship*

Committees

Ideas

Building and Maintenance 
Insurance, Safety, Security
Finance*
Personnel*

*Joint committee of Trustees and Session

CommitteesCommittees

Decisions & Execution

Responsible for leading the
caregiving programs of the
congregation through connecting
with individuals and families and
coordinating specialized caregiving
ministries (Stephen Ministry, senior
care home worship, and home
communion)

Number: 30
Length of Term:  3-yr term

Responsible for the care of church
buildings and support the work of
the Session in the areas of finance
and personnel

Number: 15
Length of Term: 3-yr term

Responsible for guiding and
supporting the ministries and
programs of the congregation

Number: 21
Length of Term: 3-yr term

Together with Session and the
Deacons, the pastors support the
worship, ministry, and caregiving life
of the congregation and community

Work with Session to make
collaborative decisions to govern the
life of the congregation, while also
seeking to be faithful to Scripture
and God’s leading as it arises in the
voices of the congregation
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Worship
Fellowship
Outreach
Young People’s Ministry

All deacons have a parish
assignment grouped by
geography, ministry, or season
of life

Worship coordination and
preaching
Personnel
Finance & Stewardship

Missions
Caregiving
Community connections
Assisting the HOS with
worship and ministry
programs

Head of Staff/Lead Pastor
Primary responsibility for:

Executive Pastor
Primary responsibility for:

Current Structure
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First Pres Financial Health 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - WEST CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA

In November 2019, Session approved an initiative started by a congregant to establish a Mission Endowment Fund. Initially funded with an $8,000 donation, additional contributions,
and a multi-year Lent Campaign, it has grown to almost $100,000. Based on the success of this activity, Session approved the formation of a committee to create a Legacy Endowment
Fund. The Legacy Endowment Fund was established in 2021 with just over $1,500,000.00 from investments. 

 A Legacy Giving Team was formed to educate our congregation and friends of the church about these new endowments. This team will provide educational programs about ways to
contribute to the Endowment Funds as part of one’s end-of-life giving. It is believed that these endowment programs are important to a financially secure future for the church.

Income vs. Expenses 
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Income Source Allocation
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We have been in a state of transition and discernment since our former senior
pastor was called by First Presbyterian Church, New York City. 

We have invested our time of transition looking inward, surveying First Pres
members, and “getting our house in order.”

We have held congregational meetings for members to share their hopes and
dreams for First Pres and our next senior pastor.

We have created a vision for our future with goals that we’ve begun to
implement. 

We are motivated to have a balanced ministry within our church and in the
surrounding communities. 

Our next senior pastor will have the skills and leadership traits to guide us in
meeting our goals.

We are a people of faith, filled with Christian love and embodying
the good news of Jesus Christ to each other and to the
community. During the past year, we have made tremendous
progress in the senior pastor interim process and continue to
grow into the “new creation” promised for those in Christ. 

Our Path Forward   
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Missional - Catalyst for community impact 

Spiritual Teacher - Enable intentional faith development 

Leader - Empower & provide directional vision as Head of Staff

Relational -  Build strong pastoral connection

Partnering with the right senior pastor will help First Pres continue
to build on our heritage while guiding us to reach our optimistic
vision for the future.  

Desired Attributes:

Who God Calls to Lead Us 
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130 W. Miner St. 
West Chester, PA 19382

 
www.firstpreswc.com

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - WEST CHESTER, PENNSYLVANIA

http://www.firstpreswc.com/

