
 

 
 
 
 

YOUTH SUNDAY 
 

May 22, 2022          9:00 am 
 

“Maybe we can find a place to feel good and we can treat people with kindness.” 
   --Harry Styles 

 
Chimes and Prelude   Minuet from Sonata No.18 
    Ludwig van Beethoven 

    
*Call to Worship                                 (All liturgical elements were developed by the Youth Group) 
 Our God is good and our God is strong. 
 Our God is forgiving and kind! 
 Our God accepts all and our God includes all. 
 Our God leads the way and guides our steps! 
 Our God comforts and our God challenges. 
 Our God gives us strength and restores our souls. 
 We can count on our God, our God is consistent. 
 Let us join as one voice to praise our God! 
 
*Hymn # 267   Come, Christians, Join to Sing 
   
*Prayer of Confession  
 God of mercy and love, 
 forgive us when do not see as you see, 
 forgive us when we neglect or exclude. 
 Forgive us, God, when we don’t treat people as you would treat them, 
 or when we fail to care for our planet, our common home.  
 Forgive us when we get caught up in our own stresses and worries, 
 when we fail to have compassion and empathy. 
 Forgive us, God, where we continue to fall short.   
 



*Assurance of Forgiveness 
 Friends, with sighs too deep for words, the Spirit of God is interceding for us. 
 The Spirit of God also whispers to each one of us: 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,  
nor things present, nor things to come,  
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,  
nor anything else in all creation,  
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 In Jesus’ name we are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen. 
 
*Response                                          Meineke 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;    
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,    
 World without end. Amen. Amen.  
 
Passing of the Peace 
 
Children’s Message 

After the Children’s Message, children are invited to join their teachers for Sunday School. 
Parents can pick their children up after service in Room 214b (2nd floor). 

 
Response                    These Treasured Children 
 These treasured children present now,   
            Are bound to us by sacred vow.   
            With love, we make a heartfelt claim,   
            To welcome them in Jesus’ name.  
 
Welcome & Ministry Updates 
 
 
Presentation of the J. David Morgan Memorial Music Scholarship 
 
 
A Video from our Youth Ministry   
 
 
Scripture Reading Isaiah 40:28-31 p.668 
   
 
Special music   How Great Thou Art 
    Arr. Lloyd Larson   
 



Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
*Prayer of Dedication and Doxology             Lasst Uns Erfreuen 

           Praise God from whom all blessings flow.    
           Praise God, all creatures high and low. Alleluia, alleluia!    
           Praise God, in Jesus fully known: Creator, Word, and Spirit one.    
           Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!   
 
*Hymn # 69   I, the Lord of Sea and Sky 
   
 
Sermon   “Decision Making” Lindsey Volkman 
   “Decisions” Molly Dolan 
 
*Affirmation of Faith 
 We live like family is our design, 
 Grace is the norm, 
 God’s chasing us, 
 Others matter more, 
 Jesus changes lives, 
 Feeding leads to growth, 
 And life is what we speak.   
 
*Hymn # 269   Lead On, O King Eternal! 
   

 
*Blessing and Response 
 
Postlude       Improvisation on Lead On, O King Eternal!  
        
*You are invited to stand as you desire.  
 
Leading us in worship today are Audrey Beckman; Abby DeMaioribus; Reese Fleming; 
Natalie Hess; Celio Ortiz; Pablo Ortiz; Mason Scheibe; Leah Skomorucha; Caitlin Treichel; 
Rev. Caroline Cupp, Executive Pastor; Sandor Kadar, Director of Music; Sam Prochnau, 
piano; Andrew Pruden, vocalist; Pete Galloway, tenor.  



 

 

Worship notes: The Affirmation of Faith is taken from the list of values written on Youth 

Room wall. 

 

Today:  



   
 

   
 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT FIRST PRES 
WEEK OF May 22, 2022 

 
New Members Class – If you're interested in learning more about becoming a member of First Pres, there 
will be a new member class today at 11:30am. Please see Elizabeth Hess or Caroline Cupp if you’re 
interested. 
 
Breakfast and Conversation – On Sunday, June 5, between the 9:00 a.m. and 10:42 a.m. services, the First 
Pres Congregational Life and Membership (CLM) committee and the Transition Team will be hosting a 
Congregation Conversation in Fellowship Hall to mark the milestones reached during our time of transition 
between senior pastors. Join us for coffee, tea, tasty pastries, and a quick recap of what has been 
accomplished. We’ll also recognize the many activities that prepared us for the arrival of a new senior 
pastor. We’ll see you on Sunday, June 5 between services! 
 
Sunday School & Kids Connect Teacher Thank You – Today marks the conclusion the 2021-22 children’s 
program year at First Pres.  We are finishing the year with a sense of joy and accomplishment, recognizing 
how teachers and students gradually came back together, learned and reflected on Bible stories in new 
ways, and are rebuilding the children’s ministry community.  When you see any of the individuals listed 
below, please thank them for their dedication to the children and families of First Pres!  Sunday School and 
Kids Connect will return in the fall.  If you’d like to be part of the team that helps with these programs or 
have questions about the VBS program for children over the summer, please talk to Director of Faith 
Formation Sara Pantazes. 
 
Jaime Arnold, Kaela Dakes, Becky Gamble, Taryn Gross, Gwyn Heaver, Sandi Preston, Kelly Pruden, & 
Kathleen Skomorucha 
 
West Chester Walking Tour - The Justice Ministry Team is pleased to offer a new learning opportunity to 
the congregation this summer – a walking tour of West Chester that examines the town’s historic African 
American communities. It will be led by Penny Washington, a native of West Chester and published 
author.  The tour will take place on Saturday, June 25 at 10:00 am. It will last approximately one hour with 
time for Q&A after the tour. The tour is limited to ten people, so if there is enough interest, a second tour 
will be held on Saturday, July 9, also at 10:00 am. You can register to attend through the Sign-up tab on the 
church’s website. Please contact Sara Pantazes (spantazes@firstpreswc.com) with any questions. 
 
VBS Registration is Now Open - We hope families are starting to look forward to Vacation Bible School this 
summer!  If your children are planning to attend, please register them through the Sign-up Tab of the 
church’s website.  This will give us an idea of how many supplies to prepare.  We also need some adult 
assistance to bring the fun to life each week.  If you are willing to help just one Sunday, that would be most 
welcome.  More information can be found on the volunteer form on the Sign-up Tab. Please contact Sara 
Pantazes with questions. 



   
 

   
 

The 2022 Nominating Committee is beginning its work now! - Our job is to discern and nominate a slate of 
officers to be the church leaders for the next three years. We are tasked to identify candidates, talk to 
them about serving and then present their names for election this fall. We are asking you all to submit 
nominations! Prayerfully consider who you think would make a good Elder, Trustee, or Deacon. Self-
nominations are welcome.  
 
To nominate:  
1) Visit the SignUp tab at www.firstpreswc.com and choose Officer Nominations. (Descriptions of the 
offices can be found there)  
2) Call the church office with your nomination  
3) Personally contact any member of the Nomination Committee or Pastor Caroline  
4) Fill out a nominating card from the pew racks and place in the marked nominating committee mailbox in 
the hall.  
 
We would love to hear from you by June 10 so that we may proceed during the summer and be ready to 
report to the congregation by October! The committee consists of co-chairs Barb Snyder and Rev. Ann 
Dickey; Lori McDermott, Scott Gamble, Tom Pantazes, Kelly Pruden, Monica Treichel, Art Zadrozny and 
two TBD. Keep the Nominating Committee in your prayers this summer!  
 
Gift Card Campaign – Presbyterian Women of First Pres has supported the Domestic Violence Center of 
Chester County  (DVCCC)  annually for many years.  Due to a lack of storage space at their locations, they 
would most graciously appreciate gift cards to local supermarkets, as well as Walmart and Target.  Please 
consider helping these families by supporting this on-going need. You may do so as follows:  
 

• Place Cards in the Sunday Offering Plate 

• Take them to Office Administrator Dan Williams during regular office hours 

• Drop them in the locked mailbox at the office entrance 

• Send them by mail (be aware of possible delivery delays) 
 
Please clearly label your envelope with your name (or mark as Anon) and the amount of the card.  
 
May Food Cupboard Donation – This month, we are collecting peanut butter for the West Chester Food 
Cupboard. Thank you for your generosity toward our neighbors in need. 
 
Congratulations to our 2022 graduates -  
HIGH SCHOOL     COLLEGE     
Quinn Bruton  Henderson High School  Sophia Guerriero East Stroudsburg University 
Molly Dolan  Henderson High School  Joshua Hallenbeck Penn State University 
Sam Drap  Henderson High School Grace E. Marion Mississippi State 
Evan McComb The Grayson School  Anna Scott Persick McDaniel College 
William Porter Henderson High School Kendall Turner Villanova University
Sam Prochnau Henderson High School  
Andrew Pruden Henderson High School  
Lindsey Volkman Bayard Rustin High School 
 
Greeters: 9:00 a.m.: Celio and Pablo Ortiz, Grant Fleming   10:42 a.m.: Connor Beckman 
Coffee Deacon: Richard and Susan Smith 
 


