
 

 
 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
First Sunday of Christmas 

December 26, 2021          9:00am 
 

“No despair of ours can alter the reality of things, 
nor stain the joy of the cosmic dance, 

which is always there.”  Thomas Merton 
 
 

 
Chimes and Prelude   I Saw Three Ships Come Sailing In  
    arr. Aaron Shows 

      
*Call to Worship 

The Christmas season is here.   
In this season, we gather around the light, 
the external light of tree and fire, 
the internal light of faith, 
and the communal light of gathering together. 
Let us celebrate the coming of Jesus, the one true Light, into the world. 

 
 
*Hymn # 113   Angels We Have Heard on High  
 
 
*Prayer of Confession  

Lord in the midst of these holy days, we confess how much we let our hearts and  
 minds wander from you.  We fill ourselves, and sometimes distract ourselves, with  
 the things of this world, but neglect to make space for your presence.  Shine your  
 loving light into all the places of our lives, that your presence would be undeniable  
 and we can’t help but turn to you.   
 



 
*Assurance of Forgiveness 
 We come together every week as a faith community to confess our shortcomings 
 because we know that God listens, that God helps us reset, and that God’s love 
 transforms us.  Children of God, you are forgiven. Walk in the light.  
 Amen.  
 

*Response                                                                                                       Meineke 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;    
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,    
 world without end. Amen.  

Passing of the Peace 
 
Welcome & Ministry Updates 
 
Special music   Prelude from Suite No.3 
    J.S. Bach 
Prayers of the People 

Eternal Spirit, 
Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

  
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth! 

  
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trial too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 
Now and forever.   
Amen. 

 

 
*Hymn # 124      Still, Still, Still 



 
*Prayer of Dedication and Doxology                                        Old 100th    

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.   
 
*Prayer for Illumination 
 Holy God, by the light of your Word and the breath of your Spirit bring us good 
 news of great joy for all. As your Scripture is read, may we feel Christ’s presence 
 with us. Amen.  
 
Scripture Reading Luke 2:22-39 
 
Sermon     “The Paradox of Faith”  Sara Pantazes  
 
*Affirmation of Faith  Selections from A Brief Statement of Faith 

  
In life and in death we belong to God.  Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, 
the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve... 
 
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life.  The Spirit 
justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God 
and neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the 
Church... 
 

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily 
tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and 
new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
 

 
*Hymn # 132                              Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 
  
 
*Blessing  

In hope, we seek a Light that is ever seeking us.  Let me say that again - In hope, we 
 seek a Light that is ever seeking us.  I pray that you find yourself in God’s light in the 
 coming days of this Christmas season, and always.  Amen. 

   
 
Postlude    O Come All Ye Faithful  
    arr. Aaron Shows             
*You are invited to stand as you desire.  



 

 
Leading us in worship today are Sara Pantazes, Director of Faith Formation; Rev. Caroline 
Cupp, Executive Pastor; Jonathan Kreamer, guest organist; Nolan Prochnau, viola. Our 
greeters today are Bill Benson and Joe Schorn 
 
 

Worship notes: 

The Call to Worship is taken from “Sacred Ordinary Days” and the Prayers of the People is 

from A New Zealand Prayer Book. Back Cover Art is “Turtle Doves” by Mia Underwood 

 

 

 

 

 


