
CHRIST THE KING
9:00 & 10:30 am

November 26, 2017

Holy Triune God,
From everlasting to everlasting, you are Lord.
Let the whole earth shout with joy before the Lord;
We lift up our voices with joy and singing:
Great is our Lord, the King!
Your judgments are true, and all of creation awaits your rightful rule;
We lift up our voices with joy and singing:
Great is our Lord, the King!
In righteousness will you judge the world and all the peoples, with equity;
We lift up our voices with joy and singing:
Great is our Lord, the King!
Who is like our God, King over all the earth?
We lift up our voices with joy and singing:
Great is our Lord, the King!

www.firstpreswc.com 610-696-0554



Welcome to First Presbyterian Church

We’re glad you’re here with us today. We fondly refer to this community of 
Christ-followers as “First Pres,” and you being here is one of God’s blessings 
for our fellowship. If you wonder what we’re up to at First Pres, it’s actually 
pretty simple. In fact, we use a short phrase to remind ourselves of our shared 
purpose: “Above all, love.” Drawn from a New Testament text (1 Peter 4:8-11), 
those brief words challenge us to focus everything we do on loving God and 
loving every single person we encounter. So every day we’re learning how to 
do just that, as God’s Spirit keeps working in our lives.
 
By the way, we can’t take credit for this idea. It goes as far back as Jesus. He 
was once asked to sum up what it looks like to really be alive; what we should 
aim for in our lives if we want to live as fully as we can. His answer? Love God 
with every fiber of your being, and love the people around you. So whether we 
meet you in worship, or in the hallway, or in one of our many activities—or just 
run into you around town— we hope that you will feel the deep love of God 
welcoming and embracing you. We really are glad that you’re here.

Our Mission Statement

Called to love God and one another, First Presbyterian Church responds to 
God’s grace by following Christ with ministries of hospitality, worship, faith 
development, service and generosity. 

Use these moments prior to the Prelude to greet one another briefly. At the 
ringing of the chimes, please seek the presence of God in stillness and quiet. 
Please silence cell phones.  The asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able.



Chimes and Prelude       Glorious Things of thee Are Spoken
Franz J. Haydn (Austria, 1732-1809) arr. D. Linda McKechnie

JuBellation Ringers

*Call to Worship
Thanks and praise to you,
Jesus Christ, king and Lord of all,
given the name above every other name.
Jesus, king and Lord of all,
we worship and  adore you.
King of righteousness, king of peace,
enthroned at the right hand of majesty on high.
Jesus, king and Lord of all,
we magnify your name.
Pioneer of our salvation,
you bring us to glory through your death and resurrection.
Every knee bows to you;
every tongue confesses,
you are king of kings and Lord of Lords, 
to the glory of God the Father.

*Hymn #35     Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty
Lobe Den Herren

*Prayer of Confession

All glory, laud and honor be to you, redeemer king,
crucified Lord of heaven and earth.
For you are risen and ascended, 
reigning in highest heaven; and present with us now. 
We draw near to you in spirit and in truth,
that we might worship and adore you,
Lord God, Father, Son and Spirit.
We  confess that we have not always loved you,
nor loved our neighbor;
we have not always trusted your teaching Lord Jesus, 
nor obeyed your word,
nor let you reign in our hearts as king. 
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Come Lord Jesus, reign in our hearts, reign in your church, 
reign in your world.
Hear this our prayer, O God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



*Assurance of Pardon

* Response Meineke

Glory be to the Father
and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning
is now and ever shall be
world without end. Amen. Amen.

*Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He arose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty,
from whence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

*Passing of the Peace

Ministry Updates

Children’s Message

Response 
In the morning when I rise, in the morning when I rise,
In the morning when I rise, give me Jesus.
Give me Jesus, give me Jesus,
You can have all this world, give me Jesus.

Anthem             King of Glory, King of Peace



Harold Friedell

Scripture Reading     Ezekiel 34:11-16 (Old Testament, p. 769)

Prayers of the People

*Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offertory                   Crown Him King of Kings
J.S. Bach/arr. Hal Hopson

*Response                    Old 100th

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise him all creatures here below.
Praise him above ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Hymn  #363                   Rejoice, the Lord Is King
Darwaall’s 148th!

Scripture Reading         Matthew 25:31-46 (New Testament, p. 29)

Sermon            “Where’er the Sun”                 Dr. Greg Stovell

*Hymn #265             Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun
Duke Street

*Blessing 

Choral Response The Lord Bless You and Keep You
John Rutter 

Organ Postlude Fanfare
Jacques-Nicolas Lemmens (Belgium 1823-1881)



Leading us in worship
Greg Stovell, Pastor     Steve Clark, Associate Pastor
Caroline Cupp, Associate Pastor   Sándor Kádár, Director of Music
Marcia Sommers, Choir Director   The Chancel Choir
The JuBellation Ringers    Sara Pantazes, BridgeKidz Coordinator

Today is the last Sunday in the Church Year, and is celebrated as Christ the King Sunday.  
We recognize and celebrate the glory of Christ, who came to be with us, died for our 
transgressions, is risen and reigning in power with God, and will come again in glory.  The 
heavens are telling the glory of God!

King of Glory, King of Peace                            Music by Harold Friedell
“King of glory, King of peace, I will love Thee. And, that love may never cease, 

I will move Thee.
Thou hast granted my request, Thou hast heard me.

Thou didst note my working breast; Thou hast spared me.

Wherefore with my utmost art I will sing Thee.  
And the cream of all my heart I will bring Thee.

Though my sins against me cried, Thou didst clear me.
And alone, when they replied, Thou didst hear me.

Seven whole days, not one in seven, I will praise Thee.  
In my heart, though not in heaven, I can raise Thee.

Small it is in this poor sort to enroll Thee. Eternity’s too short to extol Thee.”

Crown Him King of Kings                J.S. Bach/arr. Hal Hopson
“Crown Him King of kings, and Lord of lords.

Shout and sing to God, the mighty Lord.

Truth unchanging is His law; in His justice we rejoice.
Praise His name in joyful voice, sing to God, the mighty Lord.

Shout and sing to God the might Lord with joyful heart and voice.
In humility we bow in thanks for all His tender love.”

WORSHIP NOTES



                                

Serving today as ushers are Rick Wentz, Steve Bitner, Joe Sc horn and Dave Rathbun at 9:00 a.m. 
and Thom and Irene Clapper, Ron and Becky Brown and Karen Schneck at 10:30 a.m.  The coffee and 
flower deacon is George Craven. The greeters are Kristy Douglas, Scott and Becky Gamble and Joe 
Schorn. The Welcome Center is hosted by Nancy Ferdik and Kathie Myhre. Our Nursery workers are 
Sarah Burke, Mary Hambleton, Lindsay Mitchell and Maurisa Warren.  

The Chancel Flowers are given by Barry and Sandy Hambleton, in loving memory of their son 
Brian Keith Hambleton; and given by Don and Thalia Evons, in loving memory of Charles and 
Thalia Shafer.

Bridge dinner -  Enjoy some delicious comfort food - Grilled Cheese Sandwiches and Tomato 
Soup along with salad and dessert.  Make your reservations by Noon Monday. Contact Beth Hull 
at bhull@firstpreswc.com.

Adult Enrichment at The Bridge – Wednesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m., through December 13:  
“Nailed It!” Bob Atchinson and Pastor Steve Clark will help us understand what was 
going on in Europe 500 years ago that led to the church renewal movement we call the 
Protestant Reformation—and examine how the issues raised at the time still affect our 
beliefs and practices in the church today (Room 209). 

“Because of Bethlehem” by Max Lucado. A four-session Advent video study that explores 
how the One who made everything chose to make himself nothing and come into our 
world. Cost is $6 for the study guide and can be picked up in class. Join us for an hour each 
week to focus on the reason for the season! Led by Mary Hambleton. Sign up online at 
www.firstpreswc.com/bob. (Herron Lounge)

Coffee Fundraiser - It’s not too early to start thinking about choosing a Christmas gift for 
someone one your list, and you can take care of it as early as this morning! In Fellowship Hall, 
you can find specially packaged bags of our “First Pres blend” coffee! This coffee is made 
by a local Christian business and uses Guatemalan beans. Stop by the table and check it out! 
Proceeds benefit our Welcoming Ministries.

Cookbooks - Several years ago, First Pres put together a “Best of First” cookbook with over 
900 tried-and-true recipes. We’ve sold over 1,000 copies of it since 2009, and we still have 
some books left! Stop by the table in Fellowship Hall and take home a cookbook today for a 
donation of any amount! Proceeds benefit our Welcoming Ministries. 

FIRST PRES MATTERS



Bereavement Group - First Pres will be working with Neighborhood Hospice to host a grief 
support group this winter. Sessions are open to anyone who has lost a loved one to death in 
the past year or two. The group will meet at church on Wednesdays from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m. 
beginning November 29 and run through the end of January. Non-members are welcome. 
Space will be limited, so please contact Rev. Caroline Cupp at ccupp@firstpreswc.com or 
484-459-8220 for information or to register. This program is sponsored by our Stephen 
Ministers.

Salvation Army Bell Ringing - It’s that time of year again! First Pres will be manning the red 
collection buckets for the Salvation Army. We’re looking for volunteers to fill 1-hour blocks 
of time. Please look for the table in Fellowship Hall or sign up on the church website.  Our 
next day is Friday December 1 at the West Goshen Acme from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. and the West 
Goshen Shop-Rite from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

First Pres Travelers Trip -There are three (3) seats remaining for the trip to Christmas 
City and Christkindlmarkt (Bethlehem, PA) on Thursday, Nov. 30th.  Trip cost is $43.  
For more information check the church website and/or contact Thom & Irene Clapper 
at psuthom@verizon.net or 610-436-5667.

Family Worship Bags - We love that you’re using the Family Worship Bags! Some tips for 
getting the most out of them, and your children getting the most out of worship. Remember: 
they are for family interaction.  Parents, you are worship coaches!  Your children depend on 
you to walk with them and teach them about worship. That may mean whispering to each 
other to talk about what’s happening, and about the tools we’ve provided. It may mean 
movement and wiggles. And that’s ok—learning requires interaction.  Check out the bag’s 
instruction tags to see how to use what’s inside.  (Hint: some items change each week!)  

Christmas for Migrant Families Program - Migrant Ministry Christmas Party on December 10.  
Join us to host the Migrant Ministry Christmas party for needy migrant families on Sunday 
afternoon Dec. 10 in Kennett Square. We need a few volunteers to bake cookies, help the 
children make Christmas ornaments, sing carols, and get to know our neighbors better. 
We also need just a few more family sponsors to provide gifts for the families.  Sign up in 
Fellowship Hall or contact Anna Bentley at annabentley@verizon.net (610-873-3592) or 
Debbie Shryock at dfs0716@gmail.com (610-524-0430).

Chancel Ringers event - This Friday before the parade in West Chester, members of the 
Chancel Ringers will be ringing holiday favorites at Sen. Andrew Dinniman’s office, corner of 
Church and Market Streets.  Join them for some holiday cheer before the parade!



Holidays May Not Be So Joyful - Have you had a loss in your life? Do Thanksgiving and 
Christmas plans create stress?  You don’t have to try to cope alone. Our Stephen Ministers 
give caring attention to those thirsty for soul care.  If you are interested, or know someone 
who would benefit from a Stephen Minister, please know that you will be treated with 
dignity and respect and upheld in prayer as you companion along a new path. Please contact 
Rev. Caroline Cupp (Church 610:696-0554) or Mary Pellack (Cell 610:570-0886) for more 
information.

A Candlelight Christmas - Next Sunday at 4:00 p.m., the Chancel Choir will share this beautiful 
service of worship that will help us enter into a holy time of Advent.  Free; offering received 
for the David Morgan Scholarship Fund.  In conjunction with West Chester’s Old Fashioned 
Christmas.

Ring and Sing - On Sunday, December 10, at 7:00 p.m., join the ringing choirs of FPC for an 
hour of fun.  We play over 100 bells and chimes, and sing carols along with the joyful music of 
the bell choirs.  Casual, invite a friend to join you!  Free.

All invited to Board and Brush with FPC Moms’ Group - The FPC Moms’ Group invites all 
women of the church to join us for a December outing to Board and Brush Glen Mills - A paint 
your own sign crafting experience.  We will have our gathering on Sunday, December 3rd at 
5:00 pm.  Make your reservation and choose your sign on the Board and Brush website at 
https://boardandbrush.com/glenmills/events/.  Look at the calendar and click on First Pres 
Moms’ Group on December 3rd.  Prepay through the website.  Bring a snack or dessert to 
share and your own drink and come enjoy a fun girls’ night to kickoff the Christmas season!  
Questions?  Contact Mary Hambleton at mhambleton@firstpreswc.com.  Space is limited so 
sign up today!!

2018 Pledge Correction - The numbers printed for our 2018 pledge progress in the 11/12 
bulletin  were incorrect.  As of 11/15/17,  273 pledges have been received for a total of 
$918,726. Compared to last year, we are at the same levels of giving after 273 pledges. 
Even though we are on target, in the end we will need every single one of us in order to 
meet the goal. If you haven’t submitted your pledge, please contact the church office to 
do so.



- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Christmas Poinsettias: Help to decorate our sanctuary with a memorial or honor gift of 
poinsettias this Christmas Season. The donation is $12 per plant. The deadline for ordering is 
Sunday, December 10. Here are ways to order them:

• Fill out the form below and place in the collection plate, or
    use the Holiday Flowers envelope found in the pew racks.
• Call the church office at 610-696-0554.
• Email Karen Goldstein with your request.

Name __________________________________________

Phone __________________________________________

Amount Enclosed ($12 each) ________________________

In Memory of ____________________________________

In Honor of _____________________________________

Given by _______________________________________



THIS WEEK @ FIRST PRES
SUNDAY 11/26 - Christ the King Sunday; Coffee and Cookbook Sales
  8:00 am  Worship  Sanctuary
  8:30 am  Sunday Social (til 10:30 am) Fellowship Hall
  9:00 am   Worship and Nursery to age 2 Nursery
  9:00 am   Adult Bible Study Herron Lounge
   9:00 am  Church School age 3 - Grade 5 
  9:00 am  Christian Faith and Issues Room 209
  9:00 am   Radio Broadcast on 1520AM; Live Web stream
  10:30 am  Worship and Nursery to age 2
  10:30 am  Nursery to age 2        Nursery 
  10:30 am  JAM age 3 - Grade 5 Social Hall
MONDAY 11/27 
  7:00 pm  Session             Herron Lounge
TUESDAY 11/28
  5:30 pm  Men’s Ministry Study Room 217
WEDNESDAY 11/29 - 
  9:00 am  Sew Many Blessings           Quilting Room
  3:30 pm  Beareavement Group           Herron Lounge
  4:45 pm  Celebration Chimers (Grades 4 & 5 only)                 Room 208
  5:15 pm  Celebration Singers and Cherub Choir               Choir Room
  5:30 pm  Bridge Dinner (til 6:15)                  Social Hall
  6:30 pm  BridgeKidz                    Room 214
  6:30 pm  Bridge Adult Ed                    Room 209
  6:30 pm  Youth Singers (gr. 6-12)                Choir Room
  6:30 pm  Adult Enrichment - “Because of Bethlehem”         Herron Lounge
  7:30 pm  Chancel Ringers                 Choir Room
THURSDAY 11/30
  First Pres Travelers Trip to Bethlehem
  6:40 pm  JuBellation Ringers Room 208
  7:00 pm   Men’s Study Group Room 209
  7:30 pm  Chancel Choir Rehearsal Choir Room
  7:30 pm  Youth Bible Study Off-site
FRIDAY 12/1
  6:30 am  Men’s Bible Study                    Room 209
  1:00 pm  Sweet Dreams            Quilting Room
  6:00 pm  West Chester Select Strings Concert                  Sanctuary
  7:15 pm  West Chester Old Fashioned Christmas Parade        offsite
SUNDAY 12/3 - First Sunday in Advent; Coffee and Cookbook Sales
  8:00 am  Worship and Communion  Sanctuary
  8:30 am  Sunday Social (til 10:30 am) Fellowship Hall
  9:00 am   Worship and Communion Sanctuary
  9:00 am  Nursery to age 2 Nursery
  9:00 am   Adult Bible Study Herron Lounge
   9:00 am  Church School age 3 - Grade 5 
  9:00 am  Christian Faith and Issues Room 209
  9:00 am   Radio Broadcast on 1520AM; Live Web stream
  10:30 am  Worship and Communion                   Sanctuary 
  10:30 am  Nursery to age 2        Nursery 
  10:30 am  JAM age 3 - Grade 5                 Social Hall
  4:00 pm  Candlelight Christmas Concert                   Sanctuary 
  4:00 pm  Youth Fellowship                 Youth Room 



ADVENT SERMON SERIES - 2017


