
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prelude                                An English Carol Medley   
                        Todd Marchand 
 
                              O Holy Night 
                          Adolphe Adam  

 
Welcome 
 
Call to Worship           

This year, we dreamed of peace in our hurting world. 
We dreamed that suffering would pass, of love that transforms. 
We dreamed of open doors and crowded tables, 
cure for diseases of body and spirit. 
We dreamed, because we worship a God who dreams. 
To dream is to hope. To dream is to see as God sees. 
So make room this night to dream again, 
to dream of a God who draws near. 
For it is almost Christmas 
and Love is almost here 
Let us worship Holy God. 

 
Lighting of the Christ Candle         The McClure Family  

May this light be an invitation to keep awake. 
May this light be our invitation to be Advent people – people who dream. 

 

Hymn # 133                      O Come, All Ye Faithful    
         
Prayer of Confession 

Ever-present God, 
in moments of history and in moments of our lives, you give us astonishing dreams. 
We dream of freedom for the imprisoned, food for the hungry, 
equality and justice for all. 
We dream bold, astonishing dreams until the world tells us these dreams are impossible. 
And when that happens, we so often tuck our dreams into forgotten places 
and let them collect dust.  
Forgive us, God, for giving up so easily, 
for on this night we remember and celebrate an astonishing dream:  
that you dwelled among us. 
Give us the courage to dust off the dreams we’ve tucked away, 
with the confidence that with you, the impossible is possible. 
With you, a light always shines in the darkness. 
With you, even the voiceless and forgotten can bring joy to the world. 
Thanks be to God, for dreaming for us, until we can once more dream with you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Assurance of Forgiveness 
Good news! Great joy! 
In Jesus Christ, the grace of God has appeared, 
bringing salvation to all. 
Glory to God in heaven, 
and on earth, peace. 

 
Response                               Angels We Have Heard on High  
  

Glo-ri-a in ex-cel-sis De-o!  
Glo-ri-a in ex-cel-sis De-o!  

                                  

Giving and Receiving of Offerings 
 
Offertory     Gloria in excelsis Deo 
    Antonio Vivaldi 
 
Hymn # 134    Joy to the World 
 
Prayer for Illumination 

Holy God, tonight we listen.  
We listen for whispers of angels singing, 
of sheep and shepherds, 
the stomp of hooves and the smell of hay. 
In the silence we can hear innkeepers and star followers, 
the tear of fabric and the sound of a kettle, 
a woman preparing for birth. 
If we listen closely, O God, we can hear you. 
As we turn to your Word, Holy One, don’t let us miss this –  
help us to hear it all. 
Tonight we pray for you to help us listen closely, 
as you weave your dreams among us. 

 
Scripture Reading            Isaiah 9:2-7 
                 A Child Has Been Born to Us 

The people who walked in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
    on them light has shined. 
3 You have multiplied the nation, 
    you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
    as with joy at the harvest, 
    as people exult when dividing plunder. 
4 For the yoke of their burden, 
    and the bar across their shoulders, 
    the rod of their oppressor, 
    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
    and all the garments rolled in blood 

    shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6 For a child has been born for us, 
    a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
    and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 His authority shall grow continually, 
    and there shall be endless peace for the throne 
of David and his kingdom. 
    He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 



 
Special Music                  Stille Nacht  

         arr. Betty Garee 

       
         
Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
 
Hymn # 115           Away in a Manger     
            
 
 
Scripture Reading Luke 2:1-20 
   The Birth of Christ 
          

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This 
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own 
towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, 
the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then 
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So 
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them. 

 
 
 

Sermon                    “The Power and the Glory” Rev. Bob Sheldon 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+13&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+13&version=NRSV


Affirmation of Faith 
 

We believe in hope. 
We believe that to hope is to dream with our eyes wide open, 
to see with the eyes of our hearts 
the hundreds of candles lit this night in your name,  
each a dream for a new world. 
 
We believe in peace. 
We believe that peace is not found by accident. Prepare the way. 
 
We believe in joy. 
We believe that joy is angel choruses and gifts from Magi, 
nourishing food, big tables, 
open doors, laughter, 
music and singing, the body of Christ, gathered as one. 
 
We believe in love. 
We believe that we are so loved that God could not stay away. 
So God showed up as a child, dependent and hopeful, 
dreaming and dancing into a new world. 
We believe that God’s love changes us. 
 
Therefore, we believe in the power of dreams. 
And we believe that broken hearts will have no place in God’s promised day. 
 
Until then, we believe in passing the light, 
in showing up, in doing the work, 
in listening for angel choruses, and in learning from the youngest among us. 
 
We believe. Help our unbelief. Amen. 

 
 
Hymn # 119    Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  
  
 
Blessing  
 
 
Response # 122   Silent Night, Holy Night! 
 
 
Postlude        Go, Tell It on the  Mountain    
    arr. Richard Elliott 

 
 
 
 
 



   WHAT’S HAPPENING AT FIRST PRES 
 

Leading us in worship today are Rev. Bob Sheldon, Interim Pastor; Rev. Caroline Cupp, Executive Pastor; 
Sandor Kadar, Director of Music; Kira Boros, Choir Accompanist; Lyndsay Varsaci, soprano; Reid Simmons, 
organ scholar; The Chancel Choir; The Chancel Ringers; Miner Street Brass. 
 
 
This service was adapted from a liturgy by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org   

 


